
 
 
 
 
 

What do you do when you find a new word in English? Before you reach for your dictionary, do you try 
to work out what it means? Often long words are made from shorter words that you know, combined a 
few letters at the beginning (a prefix – tieáp ñaàu ngöõ), or a few letters at the end (a suffix – tieáp vò ngöõ). 
This time, let’s spend some time for prefixes. 
 

PPRREEFFIIXXEESS  
Prefixes Meaning Examples 

anti- against 
anti-war: phaûn chieán 
antibody: khaùng theå  
anticlockwise: ngöôïc chieàu kim ñoàng hoà  

bi- two, twice, double 
bilingual: song ngöõ  
bilateral: song phöông 
biannual: hai naêm moät laàn 

co- together with 
coexist: cuøng toàn taïi 
co-author: ñoàng taùc giaû 
co-sponsor: ñoàng taøi trôï  

mis- bad or wrong, badly or wrongly 
misunderstand: hieåu nhaàm 
misapply: aùp duïng sai 
mishear: nghe nhaàm 

multi- many, more than one 
multicolored: ña maøu saéc 
multisystem: ña heä 
multi-party: ña ñaûng (phaùi) 

over- more than normal, 
extra 

overstate: phoùng ñaïi 
overtime: ngoaøi giôø  

pre- before 
prepay: traû tröôùc 
preview: xem tröôùc 

re- again 
rewrite: vieát laïi 
resale: baùn laïi 

self- of, to or by yourself 
self-control: töï chuû 
self-confident: töï tin 

semi- 
half 

semi-professional: baùn chuyeân nghieäp 
semi-final: baùn keát 
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